Immunology of Helicobacter pylori and prospects for vaccine.
Since the initial discovery of H. pylori by Marshall and Warren 17 years ago, much progress has been made in treating this infection. However, as we enter the millennium, H. pylori infection continues to be one of the most common infections of mankind. In addition, eradication of H. pylori still requires multiple antimicrobial agents. A better understanding of the host immune response to H. pylori infection should allow investigators to develop immunotherapies to prevent the acquisition of infection and eradicate existing chronic H. pylori infection.